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Daring & Dynamic

Qatar released 23 Indian prisoners, in a special ges-
ture just after the visit of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

Modi, who had taken up the issue of welfare of In-
dians in Doha with the leadership of Qatar, expressed 
gratitude to Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani 
for this gesture that coincided with the start of holy 
month of Ramadan.

“A special gesture to mark the start of a special 
month…the Government of Qatar releases 23 prison-
ers, who will return home to India,” the Prime Minister 
tweeted.

Doha: India and Qatar signed seven agreements, in-
cluding on investment and tourism promotion, following 
delegation level talks headed by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Qatar Emir Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani.

Cooperation and investment in areas of skill develop-
ment and education, health, tourism and sports between 
the two countries were the other agreements signed by 
Indian and Qatar officials in the presence of the two lead-
ers. Official talks were held between Modi and Sheikh 
Tamim for multi-sectoral partnership and strengthening 
of Indo-Qatar ties following which the agreements and 
Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) were signed 
on the second day of the Prime Minister’s visit here.

An MoU was signed between Qatar Investment Au-
thority and External Affairs Ministry for investment in 

National Investment and Infrastructure Fund between 
the two countries that would facilitate foreign invest-
ment from the gas-rich Gulf state.

An MoU signed between Finance Intelligence Unit In-
dia (FIU-IND) and the Qatar Financial Information Unit 
(QFIU) would help in tracking money flow and invest-
ment from Qatar to India. It would also help authori-
ties to safeguard against money laundering, terrorism 
financing and other economic offences.

An agreement was also signed between the two coun-
tries on cooperation and mutual assistance in custom 
matters besides an MoU on cooperation in tourism.

Modi was accorded a ceremonial guard of honour at 
the Emiri Diwan that was followed with official bilateral 
talks between the two leaders.

Doha: The Leela Group 
and Qatar’s Al Faisal Group 
on Sunday signed an agree-
ment to build a five-star ho-
tel near Taj Mahal in Agra 
with an Foreign Direct In-
vestment (FDI) of about Rs 
500 crore, coinciding with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to the Gulf 
state.

The 250-room hotel, to 
be built in 30 months, will 
entail an FDI of about Rs 
500 crore, Leela Group 
Chairman Vivek Nair said 
after signing the pact with 
Chairman of Al Faisal 
Group Sheikh Faisal bin 
Qassim Al Thani.

The agreement was 
signed after Modi’s interac-
tion with top business lead-
ers of Qatar here in which 

Sheikh Faisal was also pres-
ent.

The hotel will be built 
under the brand name ‘Ai-

ana’ and will be the sixth 
such hotel in India, said 

Amruda Nair, Joint Man-
aging Director and Chief 
Executive Officer of Aiana 
Hotels and Resorts.

The hotel will be built 
on an area of seven acres, 
just one km from Taj Mahal, 
Amruda said.

“We will be developing 
a two-hotel complex with 
a total of 250 rooms. There 
will 100-room Leela Palace 
and 150 room-Aiana on top 
of a shared podium,” she 
said.

She noted that Leela had 
launched the brand ‘Aiana’ 
in India about a year ago 
and this will be the eighth 
such hotel across India, 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar.

The hotel will be named 
as ‘Aiana Agra’, and Leela 
and Aiana will be its opera-
tor, Amruda said.

Vivek Nair said the proj-
ect will entail 100 per cent 
FDI. Amruda said Sheikh 
Faisal is keen to support 
the brand with additional 
properties in other loca-

tions as well — Europe and 
Maldives. 

Nair said Leela also 
has a plan, on its own, to 
build a 60-room hotel in the 
Prime Minister’s Lok Sabha 
constituency Varanasi in 24 
months.

“We have now gone into 
asset-like strategy. Devel-
opers come to us and say 
please develop a hotel like 
Leela Palace or Leela Goa. 
So, apart from Agra, we are 
putting up a hotel in Jaipur 
and a 1,000-acre property 
in Chandigarh — a 27-hole 
Golf course and villas and a 
150-room hotel,” said Nair.

“Internationally, we are 
just about to execute an 
agreement in Dubai with 
the royal family there for a 
hotel facing the Burj Khali-
fa. It will be a 250-room ho-
tel. Another hotel in busi-
ness bay,” he said.

“In January, we will 
start operating a hotel in 
Maldives. Island property,” 
Nair added.

Leela Group signs pact with Qatar 
firm to build hotel near Taj Mahal

Qatar releases 23 
Indian prisoners  
after Modi’s visit

India, Qatar signs 7 agreements 
to boost bilateral ties
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Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti and 
National Conference leader Omar Abdul-
lah sparred in the Jammu and Kashmir 
Assembly as the House witnessed noisy 
scenes over the issue of setting up of Sainik 
Colony in the Valley.

Accusing the opposition and some me-
dia outlets of raising a “non-issue” which 
can lead to disruption of peace in the state, 
Mehbooba lashed out Omar for his tweets 
but the former Chief Minister hit back, say-
ing it was to make her accountable and he 
won’t back down from speaking on issues 
of public interest through the social media.

“My small tweets prick you. Your mood 
gets spoiled. If I make you accountable by 
tweeting, I will continue it. I won’t stop and 
I won’t apologise for it,” Omar said.

The issue of proposed colony for armed 
forces personnel was raised by Indepen-
dent MLA Sheikh Abdul Rasheed. Wav-
ing a copy of the newspaper, the legislator 
stormed into the well of the House, seeking 
a statement from the Govt on the issue.

“Last time the CM said there was no 
Sainik Colony being set up in the Valley 
and now we have this report. What is the 
truth?” he asked. An agitated Mehbooba 
said there was no truth in the story as the 
photograph published in the newspaper 
was that of Jammu and Kashmir Light In-
fantry (JAKLI) quarters being constructed 
for married serving personnel of the unit.

“I do not know what these newspapers 
want? Do they want to put the state on fire? 
They should have investigated before pub-
lishing the story.

“The opposition members bring in these 
newspapers which I will not name as they 
want to get publicity. If anyone tries to dis-
rupt peace, they will be dealt with sternly,” 
Mehbooba said.

Targeting Omar, she said despite having 
been in the chair earlier, he has been tweet-
ing about the issue. 

“Omar Abdullah attended four meetings 
(of the Sainik Board as CM) and in all four 
meetings, he directed that land be identi-
fied for setting up of the Sainik Colony.

“Now, there is tweet, tweet, tweet,” she 
said about the former CM frequently using 
the social media to put forth his opinions.

The opposition benc-hes protested 
against the CM’s outburst saying every-
thing was not media 
created. Responding 
to Mehbooba’s charge, 
Omar said he has never 
denied being part of the 
meetings for setting up 
of Sainik Colony but 
had never passed any 
order like the one he 
had posted on twitter 
earlier last month.

“If there is any such 
order issued during my 
tenure, please bring it 
forth. If you are here for 
welfare of the people, I 
am also here so that 
people are benefited,” 
he said.

“I think when the 
CM is talking about 
set-ting the state on 
fire, she is confusing 
herself with me. My 
tenure is witness…. If 
we follow your foot-
steps, the state will be 
on fire,” Omar said.

The NC leader said 
he will continue to raise 
such issues.

A Kerala High Court judge recused 
himself from a smuggling case, saying he 
was offered money to give a "favourable 
judgement".

Justice K.T. Shankaran made the star-
tling revelation while hearing the case 
involving the smuggling of gold from the 
Middle East, through the Kochi airport.

A police probe found that a group of 
conduits had smuggled more than 500 kg 
of gold into Kerala over a period of time.

The prime accused in the case and his 
accomplices have been detained under 
the stringent anti-smuggling COFEPOSA 
law since October last year.

The judge was reportedly told that if 
he deleted this section, they could walk 
free from custody.

Shankaran said he was conveyed that 
he would get Rs.25 lakh before the judge-
ment and the rest of the money later. He 
then announced he was withdrawing 
from the case.

The 61-year-old is one of the senior-
most judge in the Kerala High Court and 
was appointed an additional judge of the 
court in 2005.

 

New Delhi: “All 
I am asking for 
is a trial for Rio 
Games” — the plea 
by the two-time 
Olympic medallist 
Sushil Kumar was 
rejected by the 
Delhi High Court, 
which said his ar-
gument made for 
“an interesting sound-bite” but was legally 
untenable.

“In the international arena of sports, 
medals are won not only by ‘brawl’ but 
also by ‘brain’. The last-minute challenge 
can disturb the mental preparation of the 
selected... A sportsperson innocently ask-
ing for ‘just a trial’ may be jeopardising the 
chances of the selected candidate to win, 
having disastrous consequences for na-
tional interest,” a Bench said.

“In the duel asked for, the country will 
be the loser,” said a bench of Justice Man-
mohan while dismissing Sushil Kumar's 
plea for selection trial with Narsingh Ya-
dav for representing India in the 74kg free-
style category at the Rio Olympics.

The court did not lose sight of the high 
probability of injury if a trial is ordered 
now with just two months to go for the 
Olympics

Notice to WFI official
Issuing a notice to Raj Singh, the vice-

president of Wrestling Federation of India 
(WFI) as to why perjury proceedings be 
not initiated against him for lying in an af-
fidavit, Justice Manmohan said, “the Court 
only hopes that the present litigation is not 
an offshoot of internal politics of respon-
dent no. 4 —WFI — in which a wrestler has 
been 'led down the garden path' by an office 
bearer and/or has been used 'as a pawn' to 
settle his own score either way.” Singh had 
wrongly claimed there were trials in 1996 
Atlanta Games between Pappu Yadav and 
Kaka Pawar. The WFI had clarified that it 
was only a wild card quota for India back 
then and Singh was not the coach.

The bench found that without exception, 
only the quota winners have represented 
India in the Olympics without undergo-
ing any trial and termed “crucial” the fact 
that India would have not had a berth in 
the 74kg category had Narsingh Yadav not 
won a Bronze in the World Championship 
September 2015.

PATNA: Expressing his 
concern over the Bihar School 
Examination Board (BSEB) In-
termediate toppers being un-
able to answer basic questions 
related to their streams, CM 
Nitish Kumar said his govern-
ment would take tough action 
against the guilty. He also said 
that criminal cases would be 
lodged against those involved.

"Action would be taken 
against them in such a strin-
gent manner that no one 
would dare to repeat such an 
act. Besides the departmental 
actions, the matter will also 
be investigated with criminal 
angle. Criminal cases will also 
be lodged against the persons 
found guilty in the investiga-
tion," Nitish told reporters 
soon after launching his party's 
membership campaign at the 
JD(U) headquarters here.

Appreciating the educa-
tion department's initiatives in 
checking use of unfair means 
in the Bihar Board examina-
tions, the CM said, "The edu-
cation department has taken 

action at its own level in the 
toppers issue, while the state 
government is also serious. It 
is good that this issue came to 
light, as I am sure that tough 
action will be taken in such a 
manner that such issue is not 
repeated again in future."

Recalling a previous case, 
the CM said, "A similar case 
had come to light a few years 
ago and we had ordered to re-
examine answer-sheets of top 
10 students in the merit list."

Nitish said everyone was 
aware that the Bihar Board 
examinations this year were 
conducted in a fair manner as 
the government was commit-
ted to improve its education 
system. "We took tough actions 
to check use of unfair means in 
examinations. We will also take 
tough actions in the Intermedi-
ate toppers case," CM said.

In the meantime, state's ed-
ucation department on Sunday 
constituted a three-member 
high-level committee to probe 
into "irregularities in Interme-
diate (Arts and Science-2016) 

examinations. The committee 
will be headed by Sanjeevan 
Sinha, managing director, Bi-
har State Education Infrastruc-
ture Development Corporation 
(BSEIDC), while Rajiv Prasad 
Singh Ranjan (director, sec-
ondary education) and Vinod-
anand Jha (director, Mass edu-
cation) will be other members 
of the committee.

The committee has been 
asked to submit its report by 
June 20 after probing into all 
aspects of the irregularities in 
the intermediate examination-
2016, an education official 
said.

Earlier on Saturday, the 
BSEB cancelled the results of 
two toppers, including Sour-
abh Shrestha of the Interme-
diate (Science) examinations, 
after they failed to prove their 
merits in a re-test.

The BSEB had on Friday 
asked Sourabh and his college 
mate Rahul Kumar (both stu-
dents of Bishun Roy College, 
Vaishali), who were among the 
13 toppers from the arts and 

science streams in the Inter 
examinations to reappear in a 
re-test following a controversy 
over their merits.

Saurabh Shrestha from 
the Science stream, who had 
secured 485 out of 500, was 
caught on camera failing to 
answer basic questions. Ruby 
Rai, the arts topper, from the 
same college failed to take the 
re-test on Friday citing health 
reasons. Rai has obtained 444 
marks out of 500 in the arts 
stream. However, on camera 
she pronounced political sci-
ence as 'prodigal science' and 
said it was subject of cooking.

No one will be spared in Bihar Board 
topper scam, says Nitish Kumar

Sushil will not go 
to Rio as court  

rejects plea for trial

Mehbooba, Omar spar 
over Sainik Colony issue

Kerala judge 
says he was 

offered bribe



06 to 12 June, 2016 3CIty/ NCr

The Punjab 
and Haryana high 
court refused to 
vacate stay on the 
Khattar govern-
ment’s move to 
give 10 per cent 
reservation to Jats 
and five other 
communities in 
government jobs 
and education 
and adjourned 
the matter for next 
hearing on June 
13. The matter was 
adjourned on tech-

nical grounds.
The matter 

was adjourned as 
lawyers associ-
ated with the case 
sought time to file 
replications on 
applications filed 
on the issue. All 
pleadings have to 
be completed by 
June 10. The court 
has made it clear 
that no further ad-
journment would 
be given after June 
10.

If hunger pangs hit you 
while waiting for a train at 
the New Delhi railway sta-
tion and you’re worried 
about the usual insipid fare 
at the station then there is 
a surprise in store. You can 
now choose from a wide 
variety of Indian and conti-
nental cuisine at the recent-
ly revamped food court at 
the station.

As you enter the New 
Delhi railway station from 
the main entrance on the 
Paharganj side, just turn a 
little left to reach the multi-
cuisine restaurant.

Till not very long ago, 
the ‘food court’ used to be a 
drab parcel office of the Rail-
way Mail Service (RMS).

However, the Delhi Divi-
sion of the Northern Rail-
way had a better idea on 
what to do with the space 
at this premium location. 
The parcel office was shifted 
from the location and the 
vast space left behind was 

turned into a food court.
The food court, is spread 

over a spacious area and is 
dotted with round tables 
where passengers can stand 
and eat, apart from separate 
benches for seating.

The food court boasts 
of about 10 different food 
outlets dishing out different 
kinds of cuisine suited to all 
palates and pockets. There 
is a large continental res-
taurant for those who prefer 
a pasta or salad or more, a 

south Indian restaurant that 
serves perennial favourites 
such as Dosa, Idli, Vada etc., 
a restaurant serving Indian 
vegetarian fare and a north 
Indian restaurant that of-
fers Mughlai non vegetarian 
dishes such as Korma and 
Biryani. Apart from these, 
there are outlets of Nathu’s 
Sweets and Amul, which 
have opened recently. There 
is also a separate snack bar 
apart from these outlets.

Rail Ahaar

While one can pick and 
choose according to their 
taste, the biggest draw still 
seems to be the railway can-
teen serving ‘Rail Ahaar’. 
The personnel manning the 
counters seemed immensely 
busy catering to the large 
queue of hungry passen-
gers.

“The food court is a nec-
essary amenity for passen-
gers and this way, the space 
is being better utilised than 
having a parcel office here.

The multi-cuisine restau-
rant came up some time ago 
but more and more eateries 
are being added here in a 
phased manner,” said a se-
nior railway official of the 
Delhi Division who didn’t 
wish to be identified.

“The food here is hygien-
ic and caters to all tastes and 
budget. From the simple, 
affordable eating options 
to fine dining, everything 
is available under one roof 
here,” he said.

Pune: Delhi might be 
paying the steepest price 
for its air pollution with 
life expectancydropping 
by 6.4 years while Uttar 
Pradesh and Maharash-
tra are likely to account 
for the highest number of 
premature deaths in In-
dia, a study by the Indian 
Institute of Tropical Me-
teorology has revealed.

Conducted by IITM 
scientists in collaboration 
with the National Centre 
for Atmospheric Research 
(NCAR), Colorado, the 
study is likely to further 
ignite concern over the 
need to improve air qual-
ity in the capital and ur-
gently map its sources of 
pollution and their contri-
bution to making Delhi an 
unhealthy city.

The study is based on 
data compiled in the 2011 
census to arrive at the fig-
ures of “premature mor-
tality” due to exposure to 
particulate matter across 
the country.

The study found that 
life expectancy in Maha-
rashtra dropped by 3.3 
years due to exposure 
to pollution. The report, 
titled ‘Premature Mortali-
ties due to PM2.5 (finer 
particulate matter) and 
Ozone Exposure in India’, 
states that Maharashtra 
recorded 10 per cent of 
the country’s deaths due 
to pollution with UP top-
ping at around 15 per 
cent. IITM scientist Sa-
chin Ghude, who was in-
volved in the study, said, 
“Although these results 
are in line with other 
global estimates, such as 
the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) and the 
Global Burden of Diseases 
(GBD), there’s no physical 
way to tell who has actu-
ally been killed by air pol-
lution.”

Ghude added, “The 
methods used in this 

study rely on statistical 
algorithms to construct 
estimates about a popu-
lation’s response to pol-
lution exposure using 
previous concrete obser-
vations on pollution and 
public health.

“The problem is that 
most of these observa-
tional studies have taken 
place in regions with 
comparatively low pollu-
tion levels, such as Europe 
or the US, and we don’t 
have any epidemiological 
studies in India that look 
at the long-term effects of 
air pollution on mortal-
ity,” Ghude added.

West Bengal (9 per 
cent) and Bihar (8 per 
cent) follow Maharash-
tra. Other states with high 
premature mortalities 
due to PM2.5 are Andhra 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Gu-
jarat, Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh, Orissa and Raj-
asthan, which collectively 
account for 32 per cent of 
the countrywide prema-
ture mortalities.

The research also cal-
culates mortalities due 
to exposure to harmful 
ozone (O3) pollution, 
where Maharashtra stands 
fourth with 7 per cent of 
the country’s deaths after 
UP (18 per cent) , Bihar 
(11 per cent) and West 
Bengal (9.5 per cent). The 
report cites PM2.5, which 
experts say is mostly 
emitted by vehicles, as the 
cause for chronic pulmo-
nary diseases.

The scientists extrapo-
lated data of the coun-
try’s population figures 
at the time from globally 
released figures of pollu-
tion. This included satel-
lite analysis and develop-
ment of the country’s own 
simulation models. The 
study was published in 
the journal, Geophysical 
Research Letters (GPL), 
last week.

New Delhi: The 
city is set to become 
environment friendly 
in terms of power gen-
eration with the state 
cabinet approving on 
Monday a solar power 
policy. The approach 
outlines regulations 
and mandates incen-
tives and tax breaks 
for the generation of 
rooftop solar power 
in the capital. The 
government plans to 
offer a generation-
based incentive of Rs 
2 per unit to domes-
tic producers, while 
building owners will 
be permitted an ad-
ditional construction 
height of two metres 
if a solar panel is in-
stalled on the rooftop.

Prepared in consul-
tation with the Delhi 

Dialogue Commis-
sion after extensive 
consultations with lo-
cal and international 
experts, the policy 
hopes to install 1,000 
MW of solar power 
capacity in Delhi by 
2020 and double that 
in the five years that 
follow.

Delhi’s power min-
ister Satyendar Jain 
said that solar power 
was the most viable 
form of green energy 
for the capital. “It has 
the potential to lower 
the state’s expenditure 
on energy and reduce 
its reliance on unsus-
tainable fossil fuels,” 
he said. “It will also 
reduce the burden on 
the existing transmis-
sion and distribution 
system, leading to 

reduced expenditure 
being incurred on its 
maintenance.”

The policy pro-
motes net metering 
for all solar plants 
above 1 kW based ac-
cording to the regula-
tions already issued 
by DERC last year. 
“These regulations 
specify the nitty-gritty 
of how consumers can 
become renewable en-
ergy producers and 
how the entire pro-
cess of net metering 
works,” explained a 
government official. 
“The regulations spec-
ify how people can 
generate renewable 
energy on their prem-
ises and reduce their 
electricity bills by the 
amount of power they 
supply to the grid.”

New Delhi: Giving a 
major push to clean ener-
gy, the AAP government 
came out with an ambi-
tious policy announcing 
incentives and tax breaks 
to promote solar power 
and making it mandatory 
for government and pub-
lic institutions to install 
rooftop solar panels.

The solar policy, fina-
lised at a cabinet meeting 
chaired by Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal, aims 
to make Delhi a “solar 
city” through genera-
tion of 1,000 megawatt of 
power by 2020 and taking 
it further to 2,000 MW by 
2025.

The government said 
building bylaws were 
amended for rooftop so-
lar installations up to the 
height of two metres.

The height of the struc-
ture carrying solar panels 
will not be counted to-
wards total height of the 
building as permitted by 
building bylaws, except 
near airports where build-
ing regulations issued by 
the Airport Authority of 
India take precedence, 
said a government offi-
cial.

He said no approval 
will be required from 
municipal corporation or 
other urban development 

bodies concerned like 
DDA for putting up solar 
plants including any ad-
ditional system for moni-
toring the performance of 

solar plant in existing or 
new buildings.

The support structure 
on which rooftop solar 
panels are installed will 

be treated as a temporary 
structure built in accor-
dance with local building 
codes.

“Making Delhi a so-
lar city is one of our 70-
point agenda. This policy 
which is very progressive 
will help in providing 
clean and green energy,” 
said Kejriwal. He further 
said rooftop solar systems 
offer sustainable energy, 
environmental benefits, 
low gestation period and 
minimum transmission 
and distribution losses.

The policy outlined a 
combination of regula-
tions, mandates, incen-
tives, and tax breaks for 

the growth of rooftop so-
lar power in the capital.

Govt announces policy to make Delhi ‘solar city’

New Delhi Rly station woos the gourmet in you Delhi’s pollution 
takes 6 yrs from 
your life: study

Solar power gets a  
renewed push in Delhi

HC refuses to vacate 
stay on quota to Jats, 
5 other communities

General Public is 
hereby informed that 
We Ibrahim Qureshi 
and Smt. Nisha Begam 
R/o H. No.- RZG-40 
Old No.-6-A, Khasra 
No. 78/21, Nihal Vihar 
Nagloi Near Purani Po-
lice Chowki New Delhi 
110041 have disowned 
Our Daughter Isha w/o 
Kushal Chand from 
our life and property. 
We are not responsible 
for her actions. 
Amod Sharma advocate

PUBLIC NOTICE 
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Ahmedabad: The 
quota bar for manage-
ment seats in medical 
colleges across state has 
been finally raised. The 
Gujarat government has 
scrapped the 15 per cent 
reservations for NRIs 
and merged them with 
the management quota. 
Taking the management 
quota from 10 per cent 
to 25 per cent. This year, 
even NRIs will need to 
take the class 12 exami-
nation in the state in or-
der to compete for seats 
at self-financed medical 
colleges across the state. 
As of now, no new name 
has been suggested for 
the new pool of man-
agement seats, neither 
has the high court-ap-

pointed fee committee 
decided on specific fee 
slabs. The state govern-
ment will form a special 
consortium at BJ Medi-
cal College in Ahmeda-
bad to frame rules and 
lay down procedure to 
fill these managements 

seats shortly. The gov-
ernment will begin on-
line admissions from 
the second week of 
June.

Of the 3,840 medi-
cal seats in government 
and self-financed col-
leges in state, nearly 

600 seats will be part of 
the management quota. 
At government medical 
colleges, the Admission 
Committee for Profes-
sional and Medical Ed-
ucation courses (ACP-
MEC) will conduct 
admissions to 85 per 
cent of the seats, with 
a merit formula assign-
ing 60 per cent weight 
to class 12 marks and 
40 per cent to GujCET 
scores. The other 15 per 
cent seats will be filled 
on NEET scores. In case 
of self-financed medical 
colleges, the ACPMEC 
will conduct admissions 
to 75 per cent of seats, 
while admissions to 25 
per cent will be based 
on NEET scores.

NEW DELHI: Students 
across the country would soon 
be able to watch live telecast of 
lectures from six IITs and some 
other top institutions while 
seated in their living rooms, 
with the Union human re-
source department launching 
32 Direct-to-Home channels to 
cater to their needs.

The department of space 
has agreed to allot two tran-
sponders on a GSAT series sat-
ellite for this ambitious project, 
while MoUs have been signed 
with many institutions, which 
will provide lessons and con-
tent that will be beamed on 
these channels.

“The government is focus-
ing on using space technology 
to expand the reach of high 
quality education. Through 
the 32 DTH channels the aim is 
to ensure that live classrooms 
can be transmitted from ten 
‘Teaching Ends’ out of which 

six will be IITs located in Chen-
nai, Mumbai, Delhi, Kharag-
pur, Kanpur and Guwahati,” a 
senior official said.

Lectures of over a dozen 
other premier institutions will 
also reach students on TV and 
these names are being fina-
lised.

The ministry is working to 
ensure that these channels are 
on air in a couple of months, 
sources said.

These channels will be free-
ly available on Doordarshan’s 
Free Dish DTH platform and 
all that the students will need 
is a Set Top Box to receive 
them, an official said.

At a meeting last month, a 
high-level committee chaired 
by director, IIT Gandhinagar, 
worked out the finer details of 
operationalizing the project. 
It has recommended that the 
channels be operationalized by 
August this year, sources said. 

NEW DELHI: Amid con-
cerns by parents over increase 
in school fees, Union HRD 
minister Smriti Irani on said 
CBSE has asked affiliated 
schools not to effect any raise 
arbitrarily and take into con-
fidence parent-teacher asso-
ciations before initiating any 
hike.

The CBSE sent an advisory 
to schools saying they should 
not burden the child and 
parents and should run as a 
“community service and not 
as a business enterprise”.

It also directed schools not 
to hike fees in mid-session, 
saying fee should be in line 
with the facilities and no capi-
tation fee should be charged, 
failing which, it threatened of 
action like fine and disaffilia-
tion.

“We have through CBSE 
written to all schools saying 
that for hiking of fees in affili-
ated schools you have to take 
into confidence the parents-
teacher association. Till such 
time they don’t agree to a fee 
hike, and the fee hike is not 
in proportion to facilities that 
you are giving in schools,” she 
told a news conference.

She was responding to a 
query on the concern by par-
ents in cases of a steep hike in 
fee structure without inform-
ing them and which is un-
called for.

“You are not allowed to 
hike fees in the middle of the 
year and you are not allowed 
to keep away receipts which 
are rightfully to be given away 
to parents. These are the ini-
tiatives and instructions that 
are going through the govern-
ment to schools and states so 
that the interests of the stu-
dents can be protected,” she 
said.

The CBSE advisory later 
said, “It has been observed 
recently that there is a grow-
ing tendency among some of 
the institutions to make profit 
by raising fees under vari-
ous heads. A large number of 
CBSE schools are not adher-
ing to the provisions concern-
ing tuition fees laid down in 
the affiliation bylaws of the 
board which are mandatory 
in nature.”

It further said, “Taking a 
very serious note of the com-
plaints being received from 
parents regarding fee hike, 
capitation fee, the board has 
issued an advisory to all affili-
ated schools for strict adher-
ence of the relevant bylaws of 
the board.”

As per the advisory, the 
CBSE has asked schools that 
the fee charged should be 
commensurate with the facili-
ties provided and fees should 
normally be charged under 
the heads prescribed by the 
department of education of 
the state/UT for schools of dif-
ferent categories.

“No capitation fee or vol-
untary donations for gaining 
admission in the school or for 
any other purpose should be 
charged/collected in the name 
of the school. In case of such 
malpractices, the Board may 
take drastic action leading to 
disaffiliation of the school,” it 
said.

Nashik : Indira Gan-
dhi National Open Uni-
versity (Ignou) has also 
started the online admis-
sion process for various 
degree, diploma and 
post-graduation courses. 
R D Darekar, coordina-
tor of Ignou’s regional 
centre at KTHM College, 
said admissions are open 
for the July-2016 session 
with the last date for cer-
tificate programmes be-
ing June 15.

“The last date for all 
other programmes is Au-
gust 17 and with late fee, 
it is August 31,” he add-
ed. IGNOU has approved 
BSc and MA (education) 
courses at its Nashik re-
gional centre from this 
academic year.

“The Ignou centre at 
KTHM College offers 
master degree courses in 
business administration, 
computer application, 

English, economics, his-
tory, public administra-
tion, Hindi, commerce, 
political science, sociol-
ogy, tourism Manage-
ment, social works and 
Rural Development. 
Counseling sessions are 
conducted regularly on 
Saturday and Sunday,” 
Darekar added.

Yashwatrao Chavan 
Maharashtra Open Uni-
versity (YCMOU)’s on-

line admission process is 
already under way and 
the registration for new 
students is getting en-
couraging response, said 
its official spokesperson 
Santosh Sable.

“Our academic year 
starts in June every 
year. From 2015-16, the 
admission to all the 
programmes of the uni-
versity are being oper-
ated through the online 

admission process. This 
year, the university im-
plemented digital pro-
cess for the examination 
and valuation of question 
papers. The online appli-
cation process has made 
simple and user friendly 
to facilitate students 
from rural areas,” he 
added. A special link has 
been provided on the of-
ficial website of YCMOU 
for online applications. 
Moreover, the university 
has launched a helpline 
number (8237733022) to 
guide the students about 
the online process.

“After HSC, many stu-
dents in rural areas join 
their traditional business, 
occupation or farming. 
Open universities pro-
vide the much needed 
opportunity to continue 
higher education to these 
students,” said professor 
Ashish Patil. 

With the government express-
ing concern that the joint entrance 
examination for admission to the 
Indian Institutes of Technology 
(IIT) sometimes has degree-level 
questions that a Class 12 student 
may find hard to solve, the IITs 
have assured the government that 
the questions will be of Class 12 
level.

Human Resource Develop-
ment Minister Smriti Irani said, 
at a Press conference to mark the 
completion of the government’s 
second year in power.

She added that such a change 
would help students who had not 
undergone coaching at institutes 
for admission to IITs.

IIT Pal portal
Ms. Irani said the Ministry had 

talked to the IIT Council about the 
problems faced by students, like 
transition to English for students 
who have had their education in 

an Indian language.
She said an IIT Pal portal and 

mobile app was on the cards to 
help students.

These would make available 
question papers of IITs and also 
have lectures by renowned pro-
fessors to help aspirants.

School fees
Ms. Irani also said, in reply to 

a question, that the Ministry had, 
through the Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education, written to the 
schools that the parent-teacher 
associations should be taken into 
confidence before any hike in 
fees.

Asked about the recommenda-
tions of a report submitted by a 
committee headed by former Cab-
inet Secretary T.S.R. Subramanian 
on the new education policy, Irani 
refused to divulge details.

The report on evolution of a 
National Education Policy will 

be made public only after its rec-
ommendations are shared with 
States, she said, in reply to a ques-
tion. Asked about reports that 
Subramanian had written to the 
Ministry pressing it to make the 
contents of the report public – and 
that he would himself make it 
public otherwise – the HRD Min-
ister said: “This education policy 
will not become a legacy of one 
individual who seeks a headline.”

Seats in medical colleges: Rules 
to be framed for new, bigger quota

New HRD channels will 
telecast IIT lectures live

Open universities also in online modeDon’t hike fees 
arbitrarily: CBSE 

to schools

IIT entrance test will be of Class 12 level: Irani
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Pioneer Convent Se-
nior Secondary School, 
Bakkarwala (Loknayak-
puram) has again shown 
great performance in 12th 
CBSE Board results.

Deepansu Kaushik of 
Science Stream has given 
a boost to the school’s 
ranking through his per-
formance. He has scored 
94.4 per cent and made 
his school as well as his 
parents feel pride. In com-
merce stream the game 
was won by Mansi Tyagi 
with 91.4 per cent. The 
second and third position 
has been hold by Uma 
Mittal with 90.8 per cent 
and Sonal with 86.4 per 
cent respectively. Nev-
ertheless the humanity 

stream is also not behind 
in the race. Jyoti, Deepali 
Chandra and Bharti are 
the scholars in this field.

In English 23 students 
have scored more than 85 
per cent marks. The other 
subjects such as Business 
Studies, Accountancy, 
Economics, Political Sci-
ence and History are also 

in the list of distinctions
The principal of the 

school Dr. Seema Bajaj has 
shared her congratula-
tions and best wishes for 
the student’s future. The 
Vice-Principal Mrs. Kam-
lesh Kaur also has given 
her heartiest wishes to the 
students and their par-
ents.

 Students of Pioneer Sr. Sec School 
Loknayakpuram Bakkarwala New Delhi, 
again showed their

determined ability and raised their 
penchant upto the sky once again by get-
ting 100 per cent results in 10th CBSE 
board examination, 2016.

Bhawana choudhary and Himani se-
cured 10 CGPA. They added a new glory 
to the name of the school and pride to 
their parents.

Tanshi and Shruti scoring 9.4 CGPA 
continued the best performing tradition 
of the school. Most of the students scored 
8 CGPA and above.

Parents congratulated school man-
agement and staff for this remarkable 
achievement. Principal Dr. Seema Bajaj 
and vice-principal Mrs. Kamlesh Kaur 

congratulated all the students and shared 
their best wishes for the students advent-
ing bright future.

Alexshendra Venus Baksh is a young Indian author, novelist and poet. Alexshendra’s 
published and widely acclaimed novel “Aarambh ki Gyarah Kahaniya”, considered as her 
magnum opus is a unique collection of eleven stories in fiction and is currently a part of 
the plethora of books in the library of Niti Ayog which was formerly known as the Plan-
ning Commission Govt. of India.In this novel her stories are focused on the injustices and 
evils of society and relate to the ever increasing desensitization and degradation in the 
moral fabric of our contemporary society. Arambh Ki Gyarah Kahaniya entails 
the exasperated loss of patience which characterizes our modern 
day civilization.

Alexshendra has been penning her poetic thoughts 
and weaving them skillfully into her stories since 
childhood and has incidentally brought new life 
to Hindi short story writing.Much of her writing 
draws on her experiences gathered during her 
childhood and growing up years spent in differ-
ent cities across India, which fortunately offered 
her a splendid opportunity to appreciate the unity 
and diversity of our rich and magnificent culture. 
These wonderful and insightful experiences have 
consequently left a positive impact on her writing. 
Alexshendra has established herself as one of the 
finest writers of India. After completing her BA 
Honors from the reputed Gargi College 
she pursued her studies in law.  She is 
currently an accomplished lawyer han-
dling both civil and criminal cases and 
specializes in law which delves and 
deals with women empowerment. 

Alexshendra has been invited as a Pan-
elist Speaker by several channels to partici-
pate and address matters on social issues.

She has been honored by ICUNR 
awards as the women achiever of the 
year. That’s certainly a feather in her 
cap!

Its natural for any budding actor to 
look upto Kareena Kapoor Khan. After 
all she is one of the most talented and 
stunning actresses' of B-town today. 

One such actress who adores her is Ki-
ara Advani. Kiara not only looks upto 
Kareena but is also looking forward 
to work with her staff in her next film. 
Kiara, who will soon start shooting for 
Abbas Mustan's Machine in Georgia 

will be working with Kareena's 
staff. Kareena's hairstylist Pompy 
Hans and her make up artist 
Ritesh Naik will be travelling with 

her for the month long sched-
ule. 

 Kiara who has already met 
Pompy and Ritesh can't wait to 
start working with the talented 

team. According to a source, 
the trio has met and discussed 

the styling options that will suit 
her look in the film. 

Pompy and Ritesh too are 
looking forward to working 

with the talented actress.

PIONEER CONVENT EXCELS 
IN 12TH CBSE RESULT

Splendid performance of Pioneer 
Convent in 10th CBSE board

Success story of Alexshendra Venus Bakshi

Kiara Advani ecstatic about 
working with  

Kareena’s staff



06 to 12 June, 20166 edItorIaL

On a muggy day 41 years ago, the day after the fall of 
Saigon, i bicycled along the city’s tree-lined boulevards 
searching for signs of transformation after the hasty depar-
ture of American troops. Every foreign mission i passed 
was flying the red and gold flag of the South Vietnamese 
Liberation Front. The fortress-like American embassy was 
an exception. When i inquired of a newly installed official 
why there was no communist flag waving from that par-
ticular flagpole, he suggested it was because the US would 
be back soon, telling me that “the Americans worry about 
Chinese expansionism and they know, historically, Viet-
nam has been the biggest barrier against Beijing’s south-
ward drive.” As President Barack Obama’s recent visit to 
Hanoi demonstrates, it has taken the US much longer to 
recognise that prescient piece of geopolitical insight. With 
China’s aggressive behaviour in South China Sea firmly 
in mind, Obama announced the end of America’s ban on 
selling arms to Vietnam, pointedly telling his hosts in Ha-
noi that “big nations should not bully smaller ones” and 
offering Vietnam partnership to resist such moves. His 
remarks received lusty applause. There was, however, 
stony silence when he emphasised the need to respect 
human rights which are written into the Vietnamese con-
stitution. He pointed out that “upholding these rights is 
not a threat to stability, but actually reinforces stability.” 
Despite Obama’s eloquence and the red carpet treatment 
proffered by his Vietnamese hosts, leading human rights 
activists were barred from meeting the president. The 
need to bolster Vietnam against Chinese expansion in the 
South China Sea by selling lethal weapons has trumped 
the fact that nearly 100 bloggers and human rights lawyers 
still remain in jail. But Vietnam should remain wary that 
the actual sale of weapons and parts could be held hos-
tage to the human rights concerns of American senators 
and congressmen, and their vocal constituents. In case of 
a conflict the urgent need to resist the Chinese will pre-
vail over human rights concerns but the issue will always 
hang as a dark cloud over the relationship. My Vietnam-
ese interlocutor, who in 1975 forecast rapid US-Vietnam 
rapprochement on pure geopolitical grounds, could not 
have foreseen how the issue of jailed political opponents 
might stymie positive relations. With Facebook (which has 
30 million users in Vietnam) and Twitter carrying news 
of human rights violations and protests of tens of mil-
lions of citizens, the issue will remain a perpetual thorn 
in the side of an authoritarian government. Of course, in 
relations between states, strategic considerations regularly 
prevail over other matters – witness the rapid warming of 
India-US relations under Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
who was once barred from entering the US due to hu-
man rights concerns. Common fears about an aggressive 
China have led India and the US to take their strategic co-
operation to an unprecedented level. During his upcom-
ing visit to Washington not only will Modi have the rare 
honour of addressing a joint session of Congress, he will 
also sign new agreements for closer strategic cooperation 
with the US. Still, Modi will face scrutiny of his domestic 
policy towards NGOs and minority groups. A recent Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee hearing, and in particu-
lar the sharp criticism voiced by the committee chairman, 
foreshadows some of the troubles that will likely dog the 
prime minister. “India … has the largest number of slaves,” 
said Senator Bob Corker, referring to child labour as well 
as to oppressed minorities. “How does a country like this 
have 12 to 14 million slaves in the year 2016?” he asked an 
administration official testifying before the Senate. Other 
lawmakers complained about the treatment meted out 
to Christians and Dalits, and criticised the Modi govern-
ment’s treatment of NGOs like Ford Foundation and the 
expulsion of Greenpeace. India’s refusal to grant visas to 
members of the semi-official US Commission for Interna-
tional Religious Freedom has also angered some congres-
sional leaders. News stories about killings of Muslims and 
Dalits, growing communal tensions, and ultra-nationalist 
violence on campuses have created a miasma of distrust 
that threatens to cloud common strategic concerns. The 
slow pace of economic reform discouraging investments 
from the US and the absence of any business deal that 
was expected after the controversial civil nucle-
ar agreement (2005) further dampened the 
ardour for strategic cooperation. As Viet-
nam is learning, India too may find that 
strategic convergence alone is not suf-
ficient to cement geopolitical coopera-
tion with the US.

Modi in America: Strategic convergence 
alone will not deflect scrutiny on 

treatment of NGOs and minorities
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India is expected to 
achieve an historical re-
cord when its transforms 
itself from a power deficit 
to a power surplus coun-
try in 2016-1, for the first 
time in decades. This is a 
major gain that will help 
boost the low levels of 
energy consumption in 
the country and contrib-
ute to the buoyancy of 
the economy. Hopefully 
it will also ensure that 
business and industry 
will get adequate power 
at its asking.

This assessment is 
brought out in the an-
nual Load Generation 
Balance Report for 
2016-17 published by 
the Central Electricity 
Authority (CEA) which 
estimates the anticipat-
ed power requirements 
and availability in the 
different states and also 
the demand and supply 
at peak load levels. The 
emergence of surplus 
power is a major turn-
around as the deficit lev-
els had touched double 
digit levels a decade 
back and it took years of 
prolonged efforts to chip 
away the huge deficits. .

So though the fi-
nal turnaround to the 
surplus position was 
achieved by the substan-
tial gains in the power 

sector achieved by the 
NDA government in the 
last two years it would 
only be fair to acknowl-
edge the significant ef-
forts the previous UPA 
government had made 
to restore the finances 
of the power sector and 
push through reforms. 
However, it is not that 
all regions will see a sur-
plus of electricity.

Estimates show that 
the major credit for 
transforming India from 
an electricity deficit to 
surplus situation would 
go to the gains made by 
the western and southern 
states. In fact the num-
bers show that western 
India will have a power 
surplus of 26,283 million 
units (MU) in 2016-17 
the surplus in the south 

will be 10,381 MU. In 
contrast the north east, 
northern and eastern re-
gions will have deficits 
of 1,339 MU, 6,450 MU 
and 15,622 MU respec-
tively. In contrast all the 
regions had registered a 
power deficit in 2015-16.

Numbers on require-
ment and availability of 
power in the states show 
that the largest surplus 
in quantitative terms 
will be in Tamil Nadu 
(11,649 MU), followed 
by Maharashtra (11,333 
MU), Madhya Pradesh 
(8,853 MU), Delhi (5,774 
MU), Gujarat (4,380 
MU), and Karnataka 
(3,240 MU). In contrast 
the states with the high-
est energy deficit will 
include Uttar Pradesh 
(7,044 MU), Bihar (6,656 

MU), West Bengal (5,257 
MW), Andhra Pradesh 
(4,136), Jharkhand (2,796 
MU), Jammu and Kash-
mir (2,438) and Assam 
(2,082).

We find that six of the 
seven states in the north-
ern regions will have an 
energy surplus in 2016-
17 while five of the six 
southern states would 
also enjoy a similar po-
sition. In contrast only 
three of the eight states 
in the northern region 
will achieve a surplus. 
Similarly only three of 
the six states in the east-
ern region will achieve 
a surplus and only two 
of the seven states in the 
north east.

The surplus deficit 
levels at peak load lev-
els also mirror this sce-
nario in most regions. 
The emergence of sharp 
disparities in the power 
supply scenario in the 
regions and states could 
lead to a reshuffle of new 
investments in favour 
of power surplus areas. 
This can have a substan-
tial impact on the pace 
of development and 
employment generation 
and also hopefully moti-
vate the laggard states to 
pull up their socks and 
wipe out the power defi-
cits at the earliest.

Emergence of a power surplus scenario at the 
national level will give a big boost to the economy 

In a recent "Mann Ki Baat" ad-
dress, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi stressed that every govern-
ment should focus on quality learn-
ing and outcomes rather than the 
school enrolment.

His concerns, expressed on April 
24, 2016, are not unfounded.

As many as 62 percent of chil-
dren in India attended a govern-
ment primary school in 2014, com-
pared to 72.6 percent in 2007-08 
- indicating a surging preference 
for private schools - according to an 
IndiaSpend analysis of data in a re-
cent survey on education released 
by the National Sample Survey Or-
ganisation (NSSO).

At the upper primary level, the 
percentage of students in govern-
ment schools reduced from 69.9 
percent in 2007-08 to 66 percent in 
2014.

An urban-rural divide is evi-
dent: Only 31 percent of children 
attended government primary 
schools in urban areas, against 72.3 
percent in rural in 2014. Yet, this 
does not mean learning outcomes 
have improved, IndiaSpend re-
ported last year.

No more than 26 percent of chil-
dren in class V can do division, a 
drop of more than 10 percent over 
four years, according to the 2014 
Annual Status of Education Report 
by Pratham, an education NGO.

Despite spending Rs.586,085 
crore ($94 billion) over the last de-

cade on primary education, India 
has been unable to arrest the de-
cline in learning, IndiaSpend re-
ported.

Government schools shunned, 
rising demand for government col-
leges

Till Class XII, students prefer 
private institutions over govern-
ment, with 58.7 percent citing "bet-
ter environment for learning" as the 
major factor for studying in private 
schools at the primary level.

Only 11.6 percent cited "English 
as a medium of learning" as a rea-
son for studying in private schools.

However, when it came to 
graduation, post-graduation and 
diploma studies, many enrolled in 
private institutions because they 
did not get admission to a govern-
ment institution.

For instance, 43 percent of re-
spondents pursuing a diploma 
cited inability to get admission in 
a government institution as the 
reason to enroll in a private institu-
tion, while the same number was 
27.5 percent for students pursuing 
graduation degrees and above.

The trends were uniform in ru-
ral and urban areas-although the 
demand for English-medium in-
struction in urban areas was higher 
by seven percent at the primary 
level -pointing to growing educa-
tional and career aspirations.

26 percent of students across In-
dia sign up for private coaching

As many as 71 million students 
(26 percent of all students) enroll 
for private coaching in India: 273 of 
every 1,000 males and 243 of every 
1,000 females.

Further, 89 percent of them cited 
"augmenting basic education" as 
the reason for additional tuition.

India’s private coaching mar-
ket was likely to touch $40 billion 
(Rs.2.6 lakh crore) by the end of 
2015, according to a report by As-
socham, a trade watchdog.

Indians increasingly prefer private 
education, 71 mn take tuitions
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Bengaluru: After Ama-
zon hiked the commission it 
charges its merchants, India’s 
largest online marketplace 
Flipkart is following suit. 
The Bengaluru-based e-tailer 
is set to introduce a new pol-
icy for sellers entailing an in-
creased fee as it looks to rev 
up revenues and cut losses. 
It is learnt that Flipkart has 
increased the commission by 
5-6 per cent for sellers across 
multiple categories such as 
apparel and mobile acces-
sories.

As part of the updated 
seller guidelines, which will 
be effective from June 20, 
Flipkart will launch two new 
fee structures for merchants 
on its platform — a fixed 
component and another one 
which will charge sellers 
about 2.5 per cent payment 
collection fee for the prod-
ucts being sold.

Besides additional com-
mission, sellers will now 
have to pay the shipping fee 

in case of product returns. 
Binny Bansal, who took over 
as the CEO of Flipkart in Jan-
uary, is in the midst of boost-
ing sales by maximizing rev-
enues from existing channels 
like logistics, and by inten-
sively trimming burn. 

So far, Flipkart was not 
charging any payment col-
lection fee from sellers, and 
the new rate is believed to 
be slightly higher than in-
dustry peers like Amazon 
India and Snapdeal, who 

usually charge 2-2.3 per cent. 
The fixed fee component is 
estimated at being Rs 15-30, 
which will be charged to sell-
ers per order depending on 
the price of the goods sold 
by them.

“Today we are a strong 
community of over 90,000 
sellers and over 75 million 
registered users. We thank 
you for being a part of our 
wonderful journey. We are 
making important changes 
to our marketplace fees and 

policies which will be effec-
tive from June 20 onwards, 
and will impact all sellers on 
the platform,” Flipkart said 
in its communication to sell-
ers.

When contacted, a Flip-
kart spokesperson said in 
an emailed response, “The 
revised structure across 
shipping, commission, and 
returns will enable sellers to 
have predictability and bet-
ter manage their online busi-
ness. Our commission and fee 
structure remain competitive 
and, in many categories, bet-
ter than other marketplaces. 
Flipkart is closely working 
with all the sellers to ensure 
a smooth transition.”

“We understand and 
agree that Flipkart wants 
to attain profitability. But in 
doing so, they are making 
selling hard and not viable. 
How can profit be attained 
without sales?” a spokesper-
son of All India Online Ven-
dors Association said. 

New Delhi: Car buyers seem to have be-
gun lapping up petrol variants in a big way 
with the diesel vehicles facing wrath of the 
courts on pollution concerns, prompting 
automakers to recalibrate their production 
strategy.

Major car makers like Hyundai and 
Honda are re-working their strategy to 
meet the demand for more petrol vehicles. 
Even in the fancy SUV segment, hitherto a 
stronghold for diesel versions, sales of die-
sel-powered cars is on a decline.

In the luxury segment too, market lead-
er Mercedes Benz has predicted that there 
could be “a tide turning” in India in favour 
of petrol versions although the company 
hasn’t witnessed a strong shift so far.

“In the last few months, there has been 

an accelerated change in demand in favour 
of petrol vehicles. This is mainly due to 
the Government policy on diesel vehicles 
(higher excise duty) and cases surrounding 
diesel vehicles, including NGT order to ban 
those over 10 years,” Maruti Suzuki India 
Executive Director (Marketing & Sales), RS 
Kalsi, said.

He said that between 2013-14 and 2015-
16, there was a gradual shift from petrol 
towards diesel vehicles but the trend has 
now reversed.

Expressing similar sentiments, Hyundai 
Motor India Ltd’s (HMIL) Senior Vice Pres-
ident, Sales and Marketing, Rakesh Srivas-
tava said, “The sales of diesel passenger 
vehicles have come down to 40 pc of total 
sales for the industry, from 46 pcearlier.”

New Delhi: To make 
start-up listing platform 
more attractive, regulator 
Sebi plans to relax norms 
by next month to help them 
tap this avenue for raising 
funds as also to give an eas-
ier exit opportunity to their 
existing investors including 
from abroad.

The platform is aimed 
at providing easier exit 
options for angel inves-
tors, domestic and foreign 
venture capital funds and 
private equity players, who 
have invested in over 3,000 
startups, including in new 
technology space, in India.

As the platform has 
failed to attract a single 
startup for listing so far, 
Sebi has decided to tweak 
the regulations to make 
them more attractive after 
incorporating some fresh 
suggestions from the indus-
try and market players.

Sebi’s board is likely to 
discuss the fresh changes 
in its board meeting next 
month. Sebi Chairman UK 
Sinha, who is visiting the 
US including Silicon Valley 
to hard-sell India growth 
story among the investors 
there, had said in a recent 
interaction that the regula-
tions are being looked into 
again.

“What we have noticed 
is that most of the compa-
nies that have got listed 
in past one year or so are 
in new technology sectors 
or are technology-driven 
businesses. This gives us an 
idea about the direction in 
which our economy is mov-
ing,” Sinha said.

The Institutional Trad-
ing Platform (ITP) is yet 
to see any start-up listing 
ever since an easier set of 
compliance and disclosure 
requirements was notified 

in August 2015.
Under the rules, start-

ups can list on the separate 
ITP of stock exchanges such 
as BSE and NSE. “Not sin-
gle company has got listed 
on this so far, although we 
formulated the rules after 
very very detailed consul-
tation with the industry 
and market players. We 
are again looking at revis-
ing the norms as there have 
been some fresh sugges-
tions from the industry,” he 
said.

On whether some chang-
es are in offing in startup 
listing regulations, Sinha 
had replied in affirmative.

“Yes, we have received 
some suggestions that we 
will study and incorporate 
them appropriately.”

Asked about the time-
frame, he said, Sebi may 
take up the matter in its 
next board meeting in July.

New York: India-
born Google CEO 
Sunder Pichai has 
said the digital giant 
has no plans to make 
its own smartphones 
right now and will 
continue to collabo-
rate with its original 
equipment manufac-
turers (OEMs), ac-
cording to media re-
ports.

“Our plan is still to 
work with OEMs to 
make phones.. Nex-
us, we are investing 
more effort into them, 
you’ll see us put more 
thought into Nexus 
devices, there are cate-
gories beyond phones, 
we’ll be opinionated 
where we need to be 
to push the category 
forward,” Sunder Pi-
chai said in an inter-
view to Vox Media’s 
Code Conference on 
Wednesday. The com-
pany will “thought-
fully add more fea-
tures” to Android on 
Nexus phones going 
forward, the Tech 
Crunch reported.

“Android is a very 
open ecosystem, the 

answer may not be 
a global one player 
answering it every 
part of the world, you 
have great examples 
of regional players 
in places like India, 
China, which serve 
the needs of those 
markets very well,” 
he said. For now, 
however, it seems 
like the company is 
content with working 
with partners like its 
Nexus program, the 
report said. “Globally 
it’s a very competitive 
marketplace.

The smartphone in-
dustry, the hardware 
industry, it’s a very ef-
ficient industry. Even 
Amazon, they base it 
on Android too. I look 
at it and say Android 
is a large scale, open 
platform,” he said. 
Pichai also unveiled 
‘Google Home’, a 
voice-activated prod-
uct that brings ‘Google 
Assistant’ to any room 
in your house, a new 
messaging app called 
‘Allo’ and video call-
ing feature ‘Duo’ at 
the ‘Google I/O’.

Over 90 per cent of Indian con-
sumers use mobile devices for 
quick and frequent purchases of 
travel, music and movies, accord-
ing to a joint study by Yahoo and 
Mindshare titled Mobile Consum-
er Journey - 2016. Online shoppers 
are also more likely to use their 
mobile device to make regular or 
impulse purchases rather than ex-
pensive purchases.

Categories on the high growth 
quadrant - ranked by the number 
of consumers buying them on 
mobile over other modes - include 
apparel, electronic devices, baby 
and pet care products. Users are 
less likely to buy financial servic-
es products on mobile as they see 
these as more complex purchase 
decisions.

Flipkart joins Amazon in increasing seller fees Google has no plans to 
make own smartphones 

right now: Sunder Pichai

SeBi plans to relax start-up 
listing norms by next month

Petrol cars in top-gear as diesel 
faces pollution crackdown

Online buyers in 
India more likely 
to use mobile for 
regular purchase
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Delhi at its glamorous best at the 
recent fashion soiree celebrating the 
6th edition of La Finesse, fashion se-
ries.  The bash was hosted by White 
Pepper in association with Café Pub-
lic Connection in the capital.  De-
signers Rajdeep Ranawat and Arshi 
Jamal showcased a sneak preview 
of their collections that have been 
designed exclusively for the fashion 
series.  While the guests enjoyed the 
delectable snacks and exotic cock-
tails at Café Public Connection, the 
resident made the guests grooving 
on his tunes. Among those spotted 
at the bash included Astrologer Jai 
Madaan, artist Bhavna Kakkar, actor 
Nasir Abdullah,  designers Samant 
Chauhan, Sadan Pande, Rahul Singh, 
Meera Gupta, socialites Viresh Verma,  
Shweta Sachani, models Saud Khan, 
choreographers Ajay Bhisht, 
Ketan Bhatia,  Bardeep 
Dhiman, Himanshu 

Bhati, Suraj Dhalia, Aishwarya Singh, 
Puneet Dehran, Vaishali, Pooja Bha-
sin and Barkha Arora, Dj’s Ashish 
Nag - pal, DJ Shubh. La 

Finesse is con-
ceptualized 

by Sanjay 
N i g a m ’s 
A k s h a r a 
Commu -
nications. 

New Delhi: A huge decorated space-
ship (32 ft x32 ft) with a cosmic themed 
classroom inside marked the unveiling 
of Delhi’s premium shopping, entertain-
ment and leisure destination Pacific Mall, 
Tagore Garden’s exciting ‘Planet Pacific’ 
Kids Summer Festival.

The four week festival marking the 
onset of the holiday season was kick-
started with an exclusive preview for 45 
differently abled kids from the Capital’s 
“Chahat Special School”. Pacific Mall 
which hosts more than 130 National and 
International brands under one roof  is 
expecting15 per cent growth in footfalls 
during the ongoing festival. The popular 
Summer Workshops conducted annually 
by Pacific Mall are completely free and 
parents can register their children to par-
ticipate in any of the 12 activities listed in 
the summer program.

The  ‘Pacific Space Ship’ will take kids 
on a fun-filled, educational and exciting 
journey giving the children an opportu-
nity to indulge in a variety of activities 
like Art and Craft workshops, Theatre 
Workshop, Hobby Classes like Ice-cream 
making, Science-Cosmic Classroom, 
Table Etiquettes, Dance Classes, Paper 
Crafts, Painting, Fancy Dress Competi-
tions, Fashion Shows etc. Classes will be 
conducted in six batches from 12.00 noon 
– 8.00 pm daily.

Each timeslot of the ‘Planet Pacific’ 
summer camp will have a different theme 
to enable kids to participate in and expe-
rience a range of interesting activities and 
topics. Parents can choose to book weekly 
or the entire workshops for a particu-
lar theme. Unveiling the “Planet Pacific’ 
Summer Camp, Mr. Abhishek Bansal, Ex-
ecutive Director, Pacific Mall said: “Every 

parent endeavours 
to provide their chil-
dren with the best 
of opportunities 
that will help them 
evolve and become 
more confident and 
assertive in life. Our 
Summer Camp 
is popular with 
parents and kids 
alike because it 
gives them an 
opportunity 
to have learn-
ing and fun 
while enjoy-
ing their 
s u m m e r 
holidays.

La Finesse, in tune with fashion

Pacific Mall announces ‘Planet 
Pacific’Educational and Exciting 

Summer Camp for Children


